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Religion:	Christian	-	Pentecostal	

“добро	пож
аловать”	

It	is	quite	the	feeling	to	experience	both	ends	of	the	fam
iliarity	spectrum

.		I	have	been	here	
m
any	tim

es	before,	yet	it	is	com
pletely	different	and	everyone	is	speaking	another	language.	

13	years	ago	this	place	used	to	be	The	Eastgate	M
ovie	Theatre.	It	w

as	just	5	blocks	and	a	skip	
dow

n	an	alley	from
	m

y	childhood	hom
e.	W

e	had	our	ow
n	little	shortcut,	through	a	hole	in	the	

fence.	

This	w
as	the	place	I	w

as	introduced	to	cinem
a’s	greatest	heroes:	Batm

an,	Luke	Skyw
alker,	

Indiana	Jones,	&
	Jam

es	Bond.	I	m
ust	have	seen	hundreds	of	m

ovies	in	this	building.	G
ood	and	

bad.	H
ell,	m

y	m
iddle	school	even	held	m

y	8th	grade	graduation	in	this	room
.	I	really	spent	a	

good	chunk	of	life	betw
een	these	w

alls.	

It	w
as	extrem

ely	bizarre	to	be	in	here	again,	recognizing	the	space	but	nothing	inside	of	it.	N
ot	

even	any	of	the	w
ords	floating	around	above	m

e.	I	couldn’t	help	but	daydream
	through	the	

entire	service.	

“D
o	you	know

	how
	m

any	tim
es	I	have	cried	in	this	room

?”	

I	cried	over	there	at	the	ending	of	D
ragonheart.			I	cried	over	there	during	the	Presidential	

speech	in	Independance	D
ay.	I	cried	over	there	w

hen	the	Am
erican	soldiers	had	to	kill	each	

other	in	The	Rock.	

Jesus	that	w
as	just	in	1996!	W

hat	a	little	w
im

p	I	used	to	be!	

for	the	day.	

N
ow

	that	I	look	back	on	those	events,	I	don’t	think	they	are	as	special	as	they	felt	then.	
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Friendliness	-	5/10										I	w
as	m

et	w
ith	a	lot	of	big	gestures	but	I	couldn’t	understand	a	single	

thing	anyone	said	to	m
e.	I	aw

kw
ardly	nodded	m

y	w
ay	through	potential	questionings	or	

greetings.	All	I	could	do	w
as	w

ave	obliviously.	

D
ress	Code	-	10/10										This	w

as	the	real	deal.	Everyone	w
as	suited	and	booted.	The	crow

d	on	
the	dais	w

as	decked	out	in	som
e	pretty	Am

ish	looking	garb.	Extra	points	for	being	the	first	place	
to	have	a	m

atching	choir.	

Attractiveness	-	7/10										It	is	strange	how
	beautiful	and	ugly	Russian	w

om
an	can	get.	W

hen	
they	are	young	they	are	tall	and	lean.	D

ue	to	their	proxim
ity	to	Asia,	their	faces	tend	to	be	cut	

w
ith	sharp	and	sym

m
etrical	angles.	They	look	so	m

uch	m
ore	attractive	than	their	lum

py-headed	
cousins	in	W

estern	Europe.	

But,	w
hen	they	go	“over	the	hill”	they	really	go	over	it!	

O
ld	Russian	w

om
en	are	like	shrinky	dinks.	I	guess	that	is	w

hy	they	invented	the	M
atryoshka	

dolls.	It	is	like	a	hands-on	science	lesson	for	kids	to	learn	w
hat	is	going	to	happen	to	them

	w
hen	

they	get	older.	
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O
rnam

entation	-	5/10										H
onestly,	you	couldn’t	even	tell	this	place	w

as	a	church	on	the	
inside.	W

ell,	other	than	the	fact	they	had	a	hundred	sets	of	pew
s.	

They	still	have	the	old	chandelier	in	the	lobby!	

To	be	honest,	I	think	I	prefer	this	place	w
ith		all	the	lights	off		and	Jurassic		Park	playing	on	the	
far	w

all.	

Service	-	?/10											I	have	no	idea	w
hat	anyone	said.	Anytim

e	som
eone	w

ould	turn	around	and	
sm

ile	at	m
e,	I	just	im

agined	the	pastors	w
ere	all	telling	stories	about	m

e	and	how
	m

uch	of	an	
asshole	I	am

.	

N
otes:	It	w

ould	have	been	cool	if	they	still	had	Pit	Fighter	in	the	lobby.	
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“As-salam
u	alaykum

!”	

It	seem
s	to	m

e	that	Allah	doesn’t	like	w
om

en.	

H
e	invents	this	w

orld	and	all	these	little	creatures	to	roam
	around	on	it.		But,	not	just	

that,	I	m
ean,	he	really	m

ade	tim
e	for	each	critter.	W

hat	w
ill	this	thing	do?	H

ow
	w
ill	this	

thing	eat?	W
here	w

ill	this	thing	live?	H
e	took	it	all	under	consideration.	N

ext	thing	you	
know

	he	is	m
aking	rattles	for	snakes,	radar	for	w

hales,	and	even	long	necks	for	giraffes.	
H
e	hooks	all	of	them

	up.	

N
ot	w

om
en	though.	N

o,	he	really	seem
s	to	m

ake	things	quite	challenging	for	w
om

en.	

Like:	he	m
akes	hair	grow

	out	of	their	head	that	they	are	forced	to	hide	from
	everyone.	

Allah	gives	cats	tw
o	sets	of	eyelids.	H

e	basically	gives	m
ale	dogs	tw

o	dicks,	like,	a	dick	
w
ithin	a	dick.	H

e	even	allow
s	venus	fly	traps	to	do	w

hatever	the	fuck	it	is	they	do.	But,	
Allah	couldn’t	m

ake	w
om

en	w
ith	flaps	or	som

ething	to	hide	their	hair?	I	don’t	know
,	a	

hood?	

Couldn’t	you	give	a	bitch	a	flap,	Lord?	Couldn’t	you	give	a	bitch	a	flap?	

O
r	just	m

ake	them
	bald?	
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M
e:
	“
Ye

a.
”	
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M
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